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NEWS FROM THE ANNUAL MEETING: A NEW BOARD, A LOWER 
DEFICIT THAN EXPECTED AND A RISE IN NEW MEMBERS
Members of Kol HaLev met for our annual meeting on June 5 at the Ratner Chapel, where we voted on and 
swore in the slate of new and continuing board members. 

The annual meeting included reports from the outgoing treasurer and from the values teams leaders (VTLs) 
which included some good news:  Outgoing treasurer Bruce Fallick reported that we ended the fiscal year with 
a deficit significantly lower than what was predicted when the deficit budget was passed a year ago. 

We learned  from outgoing Participatory 
VTL that we have had 18 new members/
member families (23 adults) join Kol HaLev 
this year. The Welcoming VTL reported 
that the email group, KHLConnects, had 
launched (see more on page 11).  

Outgoing board president Halle Barnett said 
she was looking forward to the relatively 
relaxed role of Past President, while 
incoming president Karly Whitaker shared 
her enthusiasm for Kol HaLev and promised 
some challenging conversations in the 
coming year.  ~Lila Hanft
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Mailing Address & Offices:
Kol HaLev
2245 Warrensville Center Rd. Suite 215
University Heights, OH 44118
(216) 320-1498

RABBI:
Steve Segar

rabbisteve@kolhalev.net

AUGUST NEWSLETTER DEADLINE: FRIDAY, JULY 15

Services & Programs are held at:
The Lillian and Betty Ratner School
27575 Shaker Boulevard
Pepper Pike, OH 44124
http://www.kolhalev.net

OFFICE MANAGER:
Kelli Birch

kelli@kolhalev.net

EDUCATION DIRECTOR:
Robyn Novick

robyn@kolhalev.net

Officers:

President Karly Whitaker
Vice President Mattuck Meachem
Secretary Deena Epstein
Treasurer David Conn 
Past President Halle Barnett

At-Large Members

Art Biagianti
Nurete Brenner
Louise Elkind
Robin Holzman
Celia Jennings

Ex Officio Members:

Rabbi Steve Segar
Founding Rabbi Jeffrey Schein
Education Dir. Robyn Novick

DIRECTORY

WELCOMING & CARING 
• Hesed – Robin Holzman & Martha Schubert
• Calendar - Robin Holzman & Kelli Birch 
• Newsletter – Lila Hanft
• Proofreader – David Roberts
• Weekly Update – Robin Holzman
• Website – Brian Miller, Lila Hanft, Benjamin Barnett
• Marketing/PR –Halle Barnett
• Tech Support – Brian Miller

SPIRITUAL 
• Religious Practices –Bruce Fallick
• Holidays – Amy Hogg & Adina Davidson
• Meditation – Nancy Rubel & Allen Binstock
• Music – Open
• Security Corps – Bill Scher-Marcus

LEARNING VALUES TEAM 
• Youth & Family Education – Bill Marcus, interim
• Adult Education – Leah Kamionkowski
• Young Families/Tot Shabbat – Rachel Williams & 
JJosh Chefitz
• Child Care Coordinator – Traci Elgart
• Torah Study – Ralph and Selma Gwatkin
• Book Group – Kevin Weidenbaum
• Lunch and Learn – Adina Schoem

INVOLVED VALUES TEAM
• GCC – Allen Binstock & Donna Weinberger
• Interfaith Hospitality Network – Nancy Dudwick
• Environmental Sustainability – open

DEMOCRATIC & FISCALLY RESPONSIBLE
• Fundraising – Margaret Cohen & Barry Epstein
• Mock Trial – Jennifer Finkel
• Cemetery – Mike Armin

PARTICIPATORY VALUES TEAM 
• Membership – Joe Vainner
• Greeters – Kelli Birch (Office Manager)
• Kiddush – Kelli Birch (Office Manager)
• High Holy Days – Marcia Goldberg 
• Women’s Group – Happy Wallach 
• Leadership Development – Greg Selker & Leah 
KKamionkowski

DIRECTLY ACCOUNTABLE TO THE BOARD
• Finance Committee– Greg Selker & David Conn
• Ratner Liaison – open
• Rabbi Liaison – Selma Gwatkin & Barry Epstein
• Strategic Planning Committee – Greg Selker
• Nominating Committee – Catharine Fallick 

 BOARD OF TRUSTEES

COMMITTEES and CHAIRS, by VALUES TEAM

Welcoming & Caring Lila Hanft
Spiritual open
Learning Bill Scher-Marcus
Involved Kirby Date
Democratic & Fiscally  Responsible Mattuck Meachem 
Participatory Maureen Dinner

Values Team Leaders

mailto:rabbisteve%40kolhalev.net?subject=
mailto:kelli%40kolhalev.net?subject=
mailto:robyn%40kolhalev.net?subject=
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rabbinic corner rabbi steve segar

Rabbi Steve is available to meet with Kol HaLev members on a range of issues by appointment on Monday, 
Wednesday, Thursday and Friday mornings. Contact him at 216-320-1498 or at rabbisteve@kolhalev.net.

ANNUAL SUMMER READING ROUND-UP
As has been my practice for a number of summers, I have gathered together a list of recently published 
books on themes related to Jews and Judaism. All of the books below have received very positive 
reviews and most of them were either finalists or winners in this past year’s National Jewish Book Award 
competition across a range of categories. As many of us search for titles to put on our summer readings 
lists, I submit the following selections as options to which we might give serious consideration. 
 
Wise Aging: Living with Joy, Resilience and Spirit by Rachel Cowan and Linda Thal
Wise Aging provides information, source material and tools for individuals who are 
reaching their older years and for professionals working in the field. The book is intended 
to serve as a guidebook for workshops and programs being offered by the Institute for 
Jewish Spirituality. At the same time, the vast amount of material contained here make 
it an exceptional resource for all individuals and groups. The authors, well-known and 
highly respected in their work, have gathered quotations and texts from classical Jewish 
texts, as well as from other faith traditions and from contemporary sources. Readers and 
users of the book are treated to practical ideas for journaling, meditation and other spiritual practices.
 
The Ambassador by Yehuda Avner and Matt Rees

The historical novel The Ambassador reflects on what might have transpired if the League 
of Nations had declared Israel to be a state before the Holocaust ever commenced. As 
the story unfolds, word spreads that Palestine will be released from British control and 
partitioned. The creation of Israel is controversial—not even universally well received by 
Jews. The new state will, after all, be tiny and sure to be invaded by its neighbors. That 
David Ben-Gurion has plans to set up an Israeli embassy in Hitler’s Berlin only adds 
fuel to the fire. At the center of this tale is the newly formed embassy. It is the spring 
of 1938 and Dan Lavi has reluctantly agreed to become the first Israeli Ambassador to 
Germany. Despite his desire to remain in Jerusalem, he is of the opinion that it was the 

right decision for Israel to maintain formal diplomatic relations with Germany. He passionately believes 
that it is possible to use diplomacy to get as many Jews out of harm’s way and into Israel as possible, 
and he’s willing to work with anyone who can help him accomplish that goal. Not all of his countrymen 
are in agreement. For example, the goal of Lavi’s colleague Shmulik Shoham, the head of the newly 
formed Mossad, is no less than the assassination of Hitler. Dan and Shmulik are, of course, not alone in 
their philosophical struggles. The novel is populated by many historical and fictional characters whose 
experiences and personalities lead them to have widely varying viewpoints on how to get to the end result 
they each desire.
 
Killing a King: The Assassination of Yitzhak Rabin and the Remaking of Israel by 
Dan Ephron
Assassinations may take place in a single moment, but history is changed over a period 
of time. In Killing a King: The Assassination of Yitzhak Rabin and the Remaking of 
Israel, Dan Ephron traces the parallel stories of Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin 
and his assassin, Yigal Amir, for the two years leading up to the brutal murder in 

Living with Joy, Resilience, & spiRit

Rabbi Rachel Cowan & 
Dr. Linda Thal

Wise Aging
How can aging be a good tHing?

Aging all too often feels like drift, downhill to a place we don’t want to go. 

But each year new doors open with opportunities, even while others close 

with loss. We have the power to prepare, to become stronger, more resilient, 

and navigate these challenges. Will we turn toward the opportunities, and  

find new joy and meaning in life? How can we make the most of this time, 

and develop into deeper, wiser people? With the same warmth, humor, and wisdom that draw thousands to their 

innovative workshops on aging, Rabbi Rachel Cowan and Dr. Linda Thal 

give us the tools we need, delivering practical, real-world suggestions. No 

subject is off-limits; Rabbi Cowan and Dr. Thal tackle a wide range of issues 

head-on, including:
 � Relationships with adult children and spouses

 � Romance and sexuality � Living with loss 
 � Cultivating well-being � Shaping our legacyWhether reading this alone, with a partner, or in a group, Wise Aging will inspire 

and inform, and show us ways to grow into wisdom with resilience and joy. 

9 780874 419214

9 0 0 0 0

ISBN 978-0-87441-921-4
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“At first I thought Wise Aging was supposed to be for someone older.  

Then I realized it applied to me! A tender and wonderful book.” 

—DAVID GREGORY, journalist & author of How’s Your Faith?

continued on page 10
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robyn novickHAGIGA HAPPENINGS

ONLINE PROGRAM "PRAYERTECH" HELPS NESIYA STUDENTS

I am extremely excited to share about a new program that our Nesiya program launched at the end of the 
year. Nesiya is Kol HaLev’s award-winning Hebrew/t’filah (prayer) program. It meets about 30 times a 
year, teaching t’filah through decoding (sounding out Hebrew), conceptualization, an audio library, and 
the help of an amazing song leader. The talented teachers, Jodi and Larry Solomon, create a living, tactile 
t’filah experience full of personal meaning and expression.

Nesiya also focuses on a bit of Hebrew language, which the group does through TPR or Total Physical 
Response, a comprehensive approach to language acquisition which seeks to teach a second language 
through physical movement, as one naturally learns a first language. 

Another element of Nesiya is what we lovingly call Reconstructionism 101. During Reconstructionism 
101 students learn about Reconstructionist philosophy and expression. It is during this time that they 
learn about holiday observance, as well as what makes Reconstructionism so special.

Earlier this year I learned that there was a new online 
gaming program to help reinforce t’filah learning that 
could be specific to Reconstructionist liturgy. After 
several webinars and some experimentation, Jodi and 
I agreed that this was a fun and exciting new arena 
for learning outside of the classroom. On our last day, 
during our family siyyum (concluding program), we 
introduced PrayerTech to our Nesiya families.

According to the website:

PrayerTech is a multi-dimensional platform which (1) encourages student to do some 
work on their own, (2) invites parental involvement in their child(ren)'s progress, (3) 
offers teacher a way to diagnose student challenges and remediate the problems and (4) 
allows the administrator to monitor the progress of each class and each student.  

The administrator steps are easy, intuitive and the quality of information gathered 
profoundly useful. PrayerTech gives the administrator the ability to define the material 
students study and to choose their movement’s liturgical forms.

I have to say, it is lots of fun! The games are entertaining and interactive 
and right on point. It should really build skills of our students over the 
summer. Appreciation to the Jewish Education Center’s Congregational 
Enrichment Fund and the Fund for the Jewish Future of the Jewish 
Federation of Cleveland for supporting this program through a 
Congregational Enrichment Fund Grant.

Kol Tuv,
Robyn

http://https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Total_physical_response
http://https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Total_physical_response
https://prayertech.net/
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LIFE, LOSS AND LOVE: THIS YEAR'S 
SHABBAT IN THE GARDEN IS DIFFERENT
As I sit down to write my first Kol HaLev Happenings "From the President" column, I 
am also busy getting ready for one of my favorite Kol HaLev events, our annual Garden 
Shabbat. It was the first Kol HaLev gathering I ever attended, back in the summer of 2008 
before we even moved to Cleveland. Steven, Mira and I were checking out the shul and 
found it very much to our liking. I mean, who wouldn’t want to be part of a group of people 

who gather together to ooh and aah at the sudden unfurling of the evening primroses on a Shabbat eve?

Somehow we then ended up helping Julio and Aurelia coordinate the event for many years. I think Judy Vida had 
a hand in that. But when I use the royal “we” here please know it was really Steven who took the lead by planning 
creative icebreakers, organizing a short sing-a-long Kabbalat Shabbat service, playing his guitar and just generally 
getting a chance be the camp counselor he always was at heart.

They say the first year after someone dies is the hardest, right? I know why . . . right now I am flooded by memories 
of the Garden Shabbat last year when Steven surprised me by having everyone sing John McCutcheon's birthday song 
with new lyrics written especially for me. He really loved celebrating people's birthdays, giving gifts, and throwing 
surprise parties, even though I really don't like surprises or being the center of attention (remind me to tell you 
sometime about the all-out surprise party he threw for my 26th birthday in Iowa City, a humdinger.)

Today I received the new version of the Rise up Singing songbook from my sisters-in-law Rebecca and Marcy. And 
just got a text from Rabbi Steve asking if we could take a moment tonight to remember Steven and how he made such 
an imprint on Garden Shabbat and on all of us. I will bring the new songbook, Steven’s guitar, and our three copies of 
the old Rise up Singing with me tonight. Steven rarely left the house without them. He was always prepared to break 
out in song and convince others to join him. You can see why Kol HaLev 
was such a good fit for our family.

One of the hard tasks Rebecca, Marcy and I had to do together recently 
was design Steven's gravestone in preparation for the unveiling July 31 at 
Mount Olive cemetery. Steven had always told me he wanted a quotation 
on his gravestone, and it will be there. It's a Bruce Springsteen lyric, of 
course: "It ain't no sin to be glad you're alive." 

And today, which is also my birthday, even though my heart is heavy with sorrow, I feel lucky that I can say that 
without irony, too. It ain't no sin. It's a mitzvah. To be joyful, even while we are forced to go on without some of the 
people we love. Because life is such a gift. And dancing and singing is the best way I know to acknowledge that.

I am deeply grateful to be part of this community and truly honored to serve you all as president. Thank you for 
making me glad to be alive.

KARLY WHITAKERFROM OUR PRESIDENT

It ain't no sin to be 
glad you're alive. 

It's a mitzvah.



july 2016 Kol HaLev HappeningsPage 6

We send wishes for a refuah shleimah, a complete and speedy healing, to Abe Chasin, Margaret Cohen,  Celia & 
Bruce Jennings, Ron Kohn, Joan Kronman, Ben Lewis, Alan Lipson & Judy Harris, Pauline Raymond and 
Linda Sylte. We would love to hear from you if you or another Kol HaLev member you know of would like to be 
included on this list.

Thanks to Leah Gilbert, for volunteering as the June Monthly Co-ordinator. During the month, members provided 
rides and meals, and sent cards.

We are still looking for a few more Monthly Coordinators. If you would like to consider this 
and have questions about what this entails, please be in touch with Martha or Robin.

If you wish to participate in the work of the Hesed Committee, or if you know of anyone who may 
need the support of our committee, please contact Rabbi Steve or Robin Holzman (robinholzman@gmail.
com) and Martha Schubert (marthaschubert@mac.com), Hesed Co-chairs.

HESED

Kol HaLev’s old and new boards held a joint meeting June 20 at the home of Kirby Date.

The meeting was focused on board orientation and included discussion of two documents: Common Ground Rules 
for Kol HaLev Board Members, which dealt largely with board member interaction and participation, and Rules of 
Order for the Kol HaLev Board, which outlined how an agenda for each meeting is developed and how members 
can bring items to the board.

Mattuck Meacham offered to create a simple form, making it easier for members who had issues or projects they 
wanted to bring to the board to do so. The form will be included in an upcoming newsletter and also available 
on the website. It also was decided that board meetings would begin promptly at 7:30, with those interested in 
schmoozing before the meeting arriving at 7:15.

Outgoing treasurer Bruce Fallick presented comprehensive financial reports and said that the projected deficit for 
FY2016 will be about $7,000, less than earlier anticipated. 

New president Karly Whittaker indicated that two issues that will face the board in the coming year are 
negotiations for a new leash at Ratner, since the current lease expires in July of 2017, and continuing efforts to put 
the congregation on firm financial footing.  She said community meetings will be held in the late fall to discuss 
financial issues.

The next board meeting is July 11 at the home of Deena Epstein in Shaker Heights. All members are welcome to 
attend.

 board report deena epstein, secretary

mailto:robinholzman@gmail.com
mailto:robinholzman@gmail.com
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The July Meeting will be Thursday, July 28, at the home of Anna Kelman. We will discuss 50 Children: One 
Ordinary American Couple’s Extraordinary Rescue Mission in the Heart of Nazi Germany by Steven Pressman. 
(336 pages, a Kindle version exists). 

A review from Amazon: In early 1939, few Americans were thinking about the darkening 
storm clouds over Europe. Nor did they have much sympathy for the growing number of 
Jewish families who were increasingly threatened and brutalized by Adolf Hitler's policies in 
Germany and Austria.

But one ordinary American couple decided that something had to be done. Despite 
overwhelming obstacles—both in Europe and in the United States—Gilbert and Eleanor 
Kraus made a bold and unprecedented decision to travel into Nazi Germany in an effort to 
save a group of Jewish children. This is their story.

The July book will be Panther in the Basement by Amos Oz. 

All KHL members are welcome to attend the book group. For more information about the group, including a 
calendar of the book selections for this year, look at our web page (kolhalev.net/book_group) and contact Kevin 
(KJW@oberlin.net) to be added to the group’s e-mail list.

 hug hasefer: book discussion group

Kol HaLev gratefully acknowledges these contributions:

• Dick and Deena Epstein in memory of Delores Gross
• Julio and Aurelia Pelsmajer in commemoration of the yahrzeit of Julio's mother, Dora Pelsmajer
• Renee Siegel in memory of her mother, Rose Lasky
• Dave, Martha, Max and Alice Schubert in honor of the B'nai Mitzvah of Zach Segar, Noah Frazier, Alice 

Schubert and Joseph Moritz
• Ralph and Selma Gwatkin in commemoration of the yahrzeit of Selma's sister, Sylvia Oken
• Mario and Roberta Tonti in commemoration of the yahrzeit of Roberta's mother, Charlotte Dangler
• Dorinda Gershman in commemoration of the yahrzeits of her parents, Saul and Martha Roseman
• Anita Cohn in memory of Celia Jennings's father, Herb Kronman 
• Anita Cohn in honor of Karly Whitaker becoming KHL President
• Albert and Alice Stratton in memory of Joshua Lipson
• Alan Lipson and Judy Harris in memory of Celia Jennings's father
• Anna Kelman to the general fund

Make a donation to Kol HaLev in honor of a simcha, in memory of a loved one, in commemoration of a yahrzeit, or just because. 
You can donate check or online, whichever is more comfortable and convenient for you! You can also pay for dues, Hagiga 
tuition, Mishloach Manot and many other things online as well as by check. 

♦ Pay by check. Just drop a check in the mail to: Kol HaLev | 2245 Warrensville Center Road, Suite 215 | University Heights, 
OH 44118 You'll receive a confirmation that your payment was received.

OR
♦ Make an online donation. You can pay safely and securely by credit card or electronic check at Kol HaLev's PaySimple page 
at http://kolhalev.net/pay_simple. (Note: Kol HaLev pays a small fee for transactions processed through PaySimple).

CONTRIBUTIONS

http://www.kolhalev.net/book_group
mailto:KJW@oberlin.net
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NEWS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

JOIN US FOR MOSAICS AND MERLOT ON JULY 19 AT 7:30

Join in the fun of creating a mosaic table (the very same we started last Sukkot)! Enjoy an adult
evening of fun, laughter, drinks and art on July 19 at 7:30 at Robyn and Andy's house in Solon.  Make a 
mosaic tile (or 2) that will be included in a mosaic table to be used in our sanctuary. Pieces are easy to 
assemble and all artistic levels are welcome to participate. Merlot (and other beverages) will be provided.

  Please RSVP to Robyn, robyn@kolhalev.net with your plans.

WOMEN'S POTLUCK SHABBAT DINNER ON JULY 8

All women of Kol HaLev are cordially invited to a Kabbalat Shabbat Potluck Dinner 
on Friday, July 8 at 6:30 p.m. at the home of Maureen Dinner in Orange. Our Shabbat 
dinners provide wonderful opportunities to share time in a relaxed environment. Food 
contributions can be parve or dairy and "allergy aware" (no tree nuts or peanuts). Please 
RSVP to Happy Wallach at happyhkw@aol.com no later than Thursday, July 7.

PLEASE RETURN YOUR ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP COMMITMENT FORMS!

Recently, you should have received a letter asking you to affirm your membership and financial 
commitment to Kol HaLev for the coming fiscal year, which began in June. If you don't have the form, 
you can download it here  (you will need to log as a member to see it. If you've forgotten how to do that, 
check out this handy tutorial.) Whether you fill it out by hand and mail it to the office or download the 
writable pdf and email it to Kelli (kelli@kolhalev.net), we need your commitment form!

"Why?" you may ask. "What's the big deal about this form?" We're so glad you asked. The form matters:
• First, because the board needs to know how many members/member families we have in our 

congregation, and we do that by counting the commitment forms. 
• Second, because the treasurer, finance committee and board are committed to fiscal responsibility, and 

so we need to know how much income we'll have so we know 
what we can afford.

PLEASE DON'T let worry, embarrassment, or disorganization 
keep you from submitting the membership commitment form. All we 
really need to know is who is remaining a member and how much 
each member is willing and able to pay in dues — however little or 
much that may be (as always, dues are confidential).  If you have 
questions or concerns, David Conn, our new treasurer (treasurer@
kolhalev.net), will be happy to reply to your email or return your call. 

Got questions? New 
treasurer David Conn 

(treasurer@kolhalev.net) 
will be happy to reply to 
your email or phone call 

mailto:robyn%40kolhalev.net?subject=
mailto:happyhkw@aol.com
http://kolhalev.net/forms_dues_commitment_and_hagiga_enrollment
https://gallery.mailchimp.com/0e0dc6b925eab3e0c2ea49b23/files/final_Logging_in_to_the_Kol_HaLev_website.pdf
mailto:kelli%40kolhalev.net?subject=
http://kolhalev.net/forms_dues_commitment_and_hagiga_enrollment
mailto:treasurer%40kolhalev.net?subject=
mailto:treasurer%40kolhalev.net?subject=
mailto:treasurer%40kolhalev.net?subject=
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Members of Kol HaLev will mark the following yahrzeits during the next month:

• James D. Manny—father of Meg Manny
• Janet Mirow—mother of Deena Epstein
• Robert Singer—father of Nancy Frazier
• Rae Ehrlich—grandmother of Barry Epstein
• Lloyd Arthur—paternal grandfather of Kelvin Arthur
• Maurice Epstein—father of Barry Epstein
• Seymour Freidman—father of Beth Friedman- Romell and husband of Elinor Friedman
• Rose Brudno (Shoshana)—grandmother of Joshua Gippin
• Lena Chasin (Leah—mother of Abraham Chasin
• Emil Brand (Meir)—ather in law of Maxine Brand
• Anna Goldhirsh (Hannah)—grandmother of Judi Dash
• Ruth Fink—mother of Judy Harris
• Morton Cohen—father of Margaret Cohen
• Martin Siegel—husband of Renee Siegel
• Julius Hirsh Smilg (Yehudah)—father of Maureen Dinner

Kol HaLev members may include the yahrzeit of loved ones in KHL Happenings by submitting the name of the 
deceased, the relationship to the member, and the date of death, including the year, in either the secular or Jewish 
calendar to kelli@kolhalev.net. (Please specify whether you're observing the secular or the Hebrew yahrzeit date. 
You can find a calendar converter at http://www.hebcal.com/converter/).

YAHRZEITS They are now a part of us, as we remember them 

IT'S NOT TOO EARLY TO ORDER YOUR HIGH HOLY DAYS PRAYERBOOKS!

Now's a great time to order your High Holy Days Prayerbooks and get 40% off!  

Kol HaLev uses the Reconstructionist High Holy Days mahzor (prayerbook), Prayerbook for the Days of Awe. 
We own a limited number of mahzorim, which we reserve for the use of High Holy Days Season Members, 
guests, and visitors. Kol HaLev members and member families are expected to purchase and use their own 
copies of the prayerbook.

You can support this welcoming minhag (custom) by purchasing your own copies at a great price! Right 
now the Reconstructionist High Holy Days prayerbook, Mahzor Leyamim Nora’im, is on sale for Kol HaLev 
members at 40% off! Order from our website or follow the directions here.

There are three ways to order:

1. Mail - Download the order form and mail it in
2. Phone - Order by phone by calling the Reconstructionist Press at 215-576-0800. Tell them you are a member 
of Kol HaLev and ask for the 40% off discount.
3. Online - Click here to go to the Reconstructionist Press website. Place the book(s) in your cart. When you 
review your cart before checkout, there is a box to the right. Enter the code investm40. The shopping site will 
apply the discount — 40% off of the retail price — no matter how many copies you order. 

http://kolhalev.net/order-high-holy-days-prayerbook
http://kolhalev.net/sites/default/files/Reconstructionist_Press_Order_Form2-1.pdf
tel:215-576-0800
http://stores.jewishreconbooks.org/
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1995. Ephron examines the two men’s thoughts and actions, placing them within the context of the 
vitriolic anti-government rhetoric of the Israeli religious right. A seasoned journalist who served in 
the prestigious post of Jerusalem bureau chief for Newsweek, Ephron is able to identify and analyze 
the significance of the catastrophic event and bring the peacemaking process into sharp focus. We are 
shown how the assassination, with its far-reaching political repercussions, formed a turning point for 
the Promised Land, derailing the delicate peace process that had been in place.

Pastrami on Rye: An Overstuffed History of the Jewish Deli by Ted Merwin
In a labor of love that took ten years to complete, this associate professor of 
religion and Judaic studies at Dickinson College tells tales of tongue and corned 
beef, uncovers a roasted-meat debate in the Talmud, and offers a theory to 
explain Jewish waiters’ sarcastic shtick (they “made you feel at home by treating 
you with undisguised contempt”). Merwin, a columnist for the Jewish Week, 
is not just interested in nostalgia or rescuing restaurants. He is also seeking 
the meaning of this uniquely Jewish-American institution. Merwin traces an 
astonishing arc. In 1931, more than 1,500 kosher delicatessens dotted New York 
City. Today, fewer than 20 serve the five boroughs. The author reminds us that 
the deli’s Jewish roots are shallow: meat was a rarity in the shtetl, and restaurants 
were virtually non-existent. Only on Manhat tan’s Lower East Side did Eastern 
European Jews discover the German delicatessen. Why did delicatessen go from 
favored food to occasional indulgence in barely three generations? A key piece of the author’s expla-
nation is that delis were a way station on the road to affluence. Eventually, more afflu ent Jews wanted 
more sophisticated cuisine and rarified dining rooms. They no longer needed the comfort of faux home 
cooking. Merwin serves up numerous tasty tidbits, including photos of old-time delis; anecdotes about 
Al Jolson, Harpo Marx, and Orson Welles; and insights into the seductive power of pastrami (notably, 
a hilarious real-life tribute to Harry and Sally’s visit to the deli). The author also cites today’s small-
scale deli renaissance, with serious chefs reimagining Ashkenazi food in creative ways.

All Who Go Do Not Return: A Memoir by Shulem Deen
Shulem Deen’s memoir, All Who Go Do Not Return, succeeds in explaining one man’s harrowing 

battle against faith. Deen is the creator of Unpious, an now-dormant online journal 
for “voices on the Hasidic fringe.” His narrative flows beautifully on the page, 
especially considering that he grew up in a Yiddish-speaking household. In telling 
his tale, Deen understands the importance of playing devil’s advocate and thinking 
carefully about what others believe during tense moments. His handbook on a 
Hasid’s struggles contains one surprise after another. Only someone who has been 
expelled from a community could recount so vividly and viscerally what sort of 
pain comes with this type of substantial loss, and Deen loses more than you might 
think. His memoir keeps the reader glued to the page from beginning to end--
and by providing thorough, concise explanations of concepts readers may find 

foreign, he makes it unnecessary to have Wikipedia nearby. All Who Go Do Not Return is intended 
not only for Jewish readers, but for all who want to see the world through Deen’s clear eyes. He is a 
curious individual who finds everything intriguing. Parents should read this text. Those who long to be 
accepted, who have felt lost, should pick up this book. This is a book for the nomad, the explorer, the 
insatiable.
 

RABBINIC CORNER, continued from page 3
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KolHaLevConnects Email Group
There's a new, easy way to connect directly with multiple Kol HaLev members at 
once: It's a safe, easy-to-use, email group called KolHaLevConnects.

What would I join KolHaLevConnects? 
There are lots of ways Kol HaLev members informally build relationships, share resources, ask for information, 
find people who share their interests and generally foster community. Much of that communication falls 
outside the mission of the weekly Update and newsletter, but it's an important part of community building.   
KolHaLevConnects gives us a way to connect to multiple community members when we're not in the same 
room.

What could I do with KolHaLevConnects?
• Find a new home for an unused bike
• Coordinate carpooling to a Kol HaLev or GCC event
• Get recommendations for an honest plumber
• Tell the Kol HaLev community about your community theatre performances and other activities not sponsored 
by Kol HaLev
• Find out if anyone from Kol HaLev is going to Wade Oval Wednesday
• Trade your community farm share of 6 bushels of brussels sprouts for something more appetizing
 
More Frequently Asked Questions: 

I see you're using Google Groups for this; will I need a Google or Gmail account to join?
No! Sign up using whichever email address you use regularly, no matter what type it is. 

Am I going to be drowning in email if I join?
No! Absolutely not.  In fact we set it up from the beginning to be low volume. Here's how:
1. KolHaLevConnects is an announcement group, not a discussion group. When I post something, you 

respond only to me.  There's no back and forth discussions in the group.
2. KolHaLevConnects is moderated. Lila Hanft and Dan Barach will take note if excessive back-and-forth 

occurs in the group, and will curtail it, using the moderator guidelines you'll get when you sign up.
3. Google Groups allows you a lot of control regarding how and when you receive email from 

KolHaLevConnects. There are settings for No Mail (but you can still read the posts in your internet browser 
if you're interested) and Digest options (multiple posts are bundled together; you receive a single email daily 
or weekly or after X number emails accumulate, whichever you prefer).

Right now, the traffic on KHLConnects is very light, about one post every 3-4 weeks. 

Great!  How do I Join?
You were automatically signed up for the newsletter and Update when you joined, but you won't be auto-
matically signed up for KolHaLevConnects. You will need to actively join, and there are two ways to do that.  

1. Sign yourself up by going to  groups.google.com/group/KHLconnects and clicking "Apply for membership" 
2. Ask a moderator to do it for you. Send an email to Dan Barach (dan.barach@gmail.com) or Lila (lhanft@

gmail.com) asking to be added to the group.

Got unanswered questions? Contact us; we're here to help. Hope to see you online in KolHaLevConnects!

Lila Hanft
Co-Moderator
Welcoming Values Team Leader

Dan Barach
Co-Moderator

http://groups.google.com/group/KHLconnects
mailto:lhanft%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:dan.barach%40gmail.com?subject=
http://groups.google.com/group/KHLconnects
mailto:dan.barach%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:lhanft%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:lhanft%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:lhanft%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:dan.barach%40gmail.com?subject=
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 CALENDAR

We strive to make this calendar as accurate as possible, but additions, cancellations and other changes may occur after 
the newsletter is published. To ensure you have the most up-to-date information, please double-check your plans in 
the Weekly Update (which arrives in members' email inboxes every Thursday), or visit the calendar on the Kol HaLev 
website.

To sign up to host a kiddush, go to
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0e4bada828a1f85-kolhalev5
To sign up to be a greeter, go to 
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0e4bada828a1f85-kolhalev4

Sat., Jul. 2 10:30 a.m – 12:30 p.m.
Member-Led Shabbat Service in the Ratner Chapel. Parsha: Shelah ; Service Leader:Beth Friedman- 
Romell; Kiddush Sponsors: Judy Vida and Peter Gray and Chuck Hersch and Shahin Afnan

Fri., Jul. 8 6:30-9:00 p.m. Women's Shabbat Dinner at the home of Maureen Dinner. See page 8 for details
Sat., Jul. 9 10:30 a.m.–12:30 p.m. Member-Led Shabbat Service in the Ratner Chapel. Parsha: Korah ; Kiddush Sponsors: Barbara 

Abramson and Phyllis Asnien
Mon., Jul. 11 7:30-9:00 p.m. Board Meeting at the home of Deena Epstein. All members invited to attend.
Fri. Jul.  15 Deadline for the July Kol HaLev Happenings Newsletter
Sat., Jul. 16 9:30-10:30 a.m. Torah Study in the Ratner Library. Parsha: Hukkat

10:30-12:30 p.m. Shabbat Service in the Ratner Chapel. Parsha: Hukkat;  Service Leader: Rabbi Steve
1:15-2:15 p.m. Mindful Jewish Practice in the Ratner Library. Nancy Rubel will lead an hour of sitting practice 

combined with brief conversation.
Tues., Jul. 19 7:30-9:30 p.m. Mosaics and Merlot at the home of Robyn Novick; See page 8 for details.
Fri., Jul. 22 6:00-9:00 p.m.

Kabbalat Shabbat and Potluck at Ratner.  Service Leader: Rabbi Steve and member musicians. The 
potluck contributions should be vegetarian/dairy or pareve and should not contain nuts. Please bring 
enough for 8-10. In keeping with our goal of becoming a more sustainable community, we encourage 
members to bring their own reuseable plates, cups, utensils and napkins to our potluck. Assignments 
:A-H - Dessert or Drink; I-P - Main Dish; Q-Z – Appetizer or Salad

Sat., Jul. 23 9:15-10:00 a.m. Mindful Jewish Practice in the Ratner Library. The sessions begin with a few minutes of a talk to offer 
a kavannah or intention for the sitting practice of 30 minutes, and end with an opportunity for 
informal sharing about meditation and spiritual practice. 

Sat., Jul. 23 10:30 a.m.–12:30 p.m. Musical Shabbat Service in the Ratner Chapel. Parsha: Balak ; Service Leader: Rabbi Steve
Sun., Jul. 24 7:30-9:00 p.m. Adult Ed: Jews and Jazz: Improvising Ethnicity led by Chuck Hersch. Watch for coming details.
Thurs., Jul. 28 7:30-9:00 p.m.

Book Club Meeting at the home of Anna Kelman. We will discuss 50 Children: One Ordinary 
American Couple’s Extraordinary Rescue Mission in the Heart of Nazi Germany, by Steven Pressman. 
Details on page 7. For the full schedule or more information, visit http://kolhalev.net/book_group

Sat., Jul. 30 10:30 a.m.–12:30 p.m. Experiential Shabbat Service in the Ratner Chapel. Parsha: Pinhas; Service Leader: Rabbi Steve

http://kolhalev.net/calendar
http://kolhalev.net/calendar
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0e4bada828a1f85-kolhalev5
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0e4bada828a1f85-kolhalev4
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Kol HaLev, Cleveland’s Reconstructionist 
Jewish Congregation, is an egalitarian, 

participatory spiritual community.
Visit our website at http://www.kolhalev.net

The Newsletter of Cleveland’s Reconstructionist Jewish Community

2245 Warrensville Center Rd., #215
University Heights, OH 44118
216-320-1498

ABOUT THIS NEWSLETTER
Kol HaLev Happenings is the newsletter of Kol HaLev, Cleveland’s Reconstructionist Jewish 
Community.  This digital newsletter can be read onscreen in Adobe Reader or printed out on paper. 
Please email newsletter@kolhalev.net with comments, complaints, corrections, suggestions, or notices 
for upcoming issues. Back issues of Kol HaLev Happenings can be downloaded from the Kol HaLev 
website.


